MOTHERS  APRON-STRINGS
Horace Walpole, who was never happier than when he was
wallowing in scandal, was more emphatic about the affaire. He
wrote:
I am as much convinced of the amorous connection between Bute
and the Princess Dowager as if I had seen them together.
These allegations, coming slyly down backstairs in the homes
of the Dowager-Princess's and Bute's detractors, and being
suitably coloured in servants' quarters, were served out to the
public in the filthiest forms.
But it is difficult to believe that there was any justification
for the contemporary suspicion. Bute admittedly was an at-
tractive man. Waldegrave records that he ' has a good person,
fine legs, and a theatrical air of the greatest importance ': Horace
Walpole admits that c he was a man of taste and science/ The
world is notoriously uncharitable in its judgements of friendships
which trespass outside the married state, assuming without
evidence that guilty liaisons exist, whereas in actual fact the
relationships are merely platonic friendships, founded upon the
highest motives. Platonic friendships are eagerly sought after
by lonely people; and the Dowager-Princess was definitely a
lonely woman. It is unbelievable that a woman of her high
moral code and stern Lutheranism should invite Bute to share
her bed: it is more reasonable—and decidedly more charitable
—to suppose that she surrendered to him not her body but her
confidence.
Bute was a Scot and a Tory. Both qualifications would
bring down upon his head the most scurrilous wrath of the
Whigs. He was known, too, to hold views on government
which were deemed to be dangerous because they asserted die
right of die king to govern his realm, and not to be governed
by party managers, whose manipulation of politics brought the
Constitution into contempt. There is litde doubt that Bute
himself was loyally attached to the principles of the Glorious
Revolution; but he believed that Whiggery had violated those
principles by abuses of its political power; and he was deter-
mined to readjust die balances by pumping into the head of the
young Prince the Tory conception of kingship, as neatly defined
in Bolingbroke's The Patriot King and the Commentaries of the
learned lawyer, Sir William Blackstone.
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